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Elizabeth, by the grace of God Queene of England, France, and
' Ireland, Defendresse of the Christian Faith and Religion, to
the great and nughtie King of Achem etc., in the Hand of
Sumatra, our loving brother, greeting.
The eternall God, of His divine knowledge and providence,
hath so disposed His blessings and good things of His creation
for the use and nourishment of mankind, in such sort that,
notwithstanding they growe in divers kingdomes and regions of
the,world, yet by the Industrie of man (stirred up by the in-
spiration of the said omnipotent Creator) they are dispersed into
the most remote places of the universal! world, to the end that
even therein may appeare unto all nations His marvelous workes,
Hee having so ordained that the one land may have need of the
other, and thereby not only breed intercourse and exchange of
their merchandise and fruits, which doe superabound in some
countries and want in others, but also ingender love and frend-
ship betwixt all men, a thing naturally divine.
Whereunto wee having respect, right noble king, and also to
the honourable and truly royall fame which hath hither stretched
of Your Highnesse humane and noble usage of strangers which
repaire into that your kingdome, in love and peace, in the trade
of merchandise, paying your due customes, wee have beene
mooved to give licence unto these our subjects, who, with com-
mendable and good desires, saile to visite that your kingdome,
notwithstanding the dangers and miseries of the sea naturall to
such a voyage which (by the grace of God) they will make, beeing
the greatest that is to be made in the world, and to present
trafficke unto your subjects. Which their offer, if it shall bee
accepted by Your Highnesse, with such love and grace as wee
hope for of so great and magnanimious a prince, wee for them
doe promise that in no time hereafter you shall have cause to
repent thereof, but rather to rejoyce much; for their dealing
shall be true and their conversation sure, and wee hope that they
will give so good proofe thereof that this beginning shall be a
perpetuall confirmation of love betwixt our subjects on both
parts, -by carrying from us such things and merchandise as you
have need of there. So that Your Highnesse shall be very well